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RETAIL FINANCE DISTRIBUTION(ReFinD) RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Research Proposal Template for the following pilot projects.
1. Instructions 

The Retail Finance Distribution (ReFinD) is open to all academic researchers and accepts proposals for proposal development, pilots, natural experiments, extensions of existing research projects and randomized evaluations in low-and-middle-income countries. 

Proposal components: Each application should consist of a narrative proposal and budget. Narrative proposals should consist of the following sections: overview of the research project; research narrative, budget and details about the applicant organization. Recommended length of the narrative proposal is 2-4 pages. Please refer to the attached budgeting guidelines to prepare your budget. (If Applicable) Please attach a signed letter of support from the financial service provider or other partner organization(s) (i.e., the organization(s) implementing the intervention being evaluated) that confirms their participation in the proposed study and contains their endorsement of your research plan.  
Submission: Please submit your proposal to refind.isser@ug.edu.gh
The subject line of your email should read: “ReFinD Proposal 2022 Pilot [ResLastName] [PracOrg] [Country]”

2. Overview

Title of Proposed Study: 
Participating Institution(s) or Implementing Organisation:
Principal Investigator(s):
Contact Details lead Principal Investigator (Address/Telephone Number/Email):

Country/Countries:
Budget:
Project Start Date:
Duration: 
3. Research Narrative

3.1. Abstract: The abstract should provide the reader with a clear understanding of the objectives of the proposal, how they will be achieved, and their relevance to Retail Finance distribution
3.2. Context:  Please describe the market and policy context that motivates this research. What is the current state of knowledge in addressing the target problem? Please provide adequate references to prior academic work on this topic. 
3.3. Research questions:  Describe your research question(s) and study hypotheses. How will this study contribute to the existing literature?
3.4. Proposed intervention: Provide detailed information about the proposed intervention, information in support of program feasibility, and risks to the successful and timely roll-out of the program at scale, including data on uptake and usage from any ongoing or completed pilot(s). If a pilot has not been conducted yet, provide information on the timeline for any future piloting or why a pilot is not necessary. 
3.5. Research Design and Methodology
· Outline the identification strategy, empirical model(s), and data
· If design involves randomization: what are the treatment and control groups, what intervention(s) will they receive, how will randomization be conducted? What is the theory (of change) motivating the design?
· If design involves quasi-experimental variation: what are the treatment and control groups, what intervention(s) will they receive, what is the identification strategy? What is the theory (of change) motivating the design?
· If design involves estimating/simulating an economic model: what are the main elements of the model, what are the main parameters that will be estimated?
· How will the data analysis be conducted?
· How will data be sourced or collected (primary, secondary)? What are the sample characteristics? What are the primary variables of interest?
· What are the threats to validity and implementation risks?
· Project status if already initiated.

3.6. Partner organization: Describe the partner organization(s) carrying out the intervention. What is the status of your relationship with the partner organization(s)? Has the research team already agreed on roles and responsibilities to ensure proper adherence to research design?

3.7. Scale up: How will you plan to assess the pilot and transform it into the full-scale experiment?
3.8. Timeline: Insert a GANTT chart illustrating your project timeline. 
3.9. Deliverables: List and describe all deliverables that will come out of the project.  
4. Budget 
4.1. Budget Narrative: Explain how the budget will be utilised and give a detailed description and justification against each of the direct expenditure line items listed in the budget template, complete with a clear breakdown of each item. Please refer to Budget template
4.2. Other funding: For proposals requesting partial or top-up funding, please list the other funding sources and corresponding amounts. Please discuss the reasons for partial or top-up funding requests and discuss in detail the specific components of the study for which you are seeking funding from the ReFind. 
5. Organization and Team
5.1. Organization: Provide a brief description of your organization. 

5.2. Team: Provide biographies of core team members. 
Appendix A: Budget Guidelines 

The following costs are deemed Ineligible for ISSER Grants and should not be included in the Budget

· The bad debts of grantee

· Fines imposed on grantee

· Penalties imposed on grantee

· Any expenses related to ceremonies, parties, and celebrations

· Expenses related to purchases or activities which are illegal

· Promotion of political parties or religion

· Fundraising

· Alcoholic Beverages

· Contingency Provisions

· Contributions and Donations

· Entertainment

· Fines and Penalties

· Fund Raising Costs

· Gifts

· Interest on Borrowed Capital

· Lobbying Costs

· Social Memberships

Appendix B: Other Guidance 

1. Privacy

If your proposed research involves the processing of personal data, please ensure that you have read and are familiar with the provisions of the Data Protection Act.  You may also wish to consult the University of Edinburgh’s guide to the Act’s implications for researchers. 

2. Intellectual Property Rights

All intellectual property rights in all material (including but not limited to reports, data, designs whether or not electronically stored) produced by researchers as part of the research funded by ISSER shall be the property of the researcher. In order to ensure the proper dissemination and policy uptake of the research, the researchers shall, as part of their contract with ISSER, grant to ISSER and BMGF a worldwide, non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty free licence to use all the Material. “Use” shall mean, without limitation, the reproduction, publication and sub-licence of all the Material and the intellectual property rights therein, including the reproduction and sale of the Material and products incorporating the same for use by any person or for sale or other dealing anywhere in the world.
3. Data sharing 
ISSER recommends researchers share data, code, codebooks and other materials for replication. We recommend that sharing is done through a trusted data repository. Data should be de-identified before publication and confirm with country- specific data privacy and protection laws. 

In cases where legal, ethical or other circumstances preclude public access to the data and/or materials, researchers should disclose this fact in all technical reports, publications and other research communications.

4. Publications 
We recommend that researchers choose journals for publication that allow gold open access (publication is available immediately on the journal’s website and is available to readers free of charge). Fees for such publications may be built into project budgets. 

Appendix C: Evaluation Criteria 

	Criteria
	Questions

	Rationale
	· Is the problem statement clear and linked to proposed solutions, objectives and outcomes?

· Does the project make a new contribution to the evidence? 

	Methodology
	· Does the proposal offer a sound implementation plan?
· Is there potential to scale the research?

	Innovation
	· Is the proposed intervention(s) innovative and addressing the broken areas in the sector, technology or geography?

	Institutional capacity
	· Do proposed key staff have the necessary work experience and academic capabilities to carry out the scope of work? Special consideration will be given to researchers based in and from countries of implementation. 

	Monitoring and evaluation 

	· Does the project have clear and measuable milestones? 

· Are the milestones achievable? 

· Is there a clear linkage between objectives, outcomes, activities, targets and milestones?

	Budget

	· Is the budget realistic, reasonable and within allowable limit?

· Is the grantee sharing any financial cost? 

· Does the budget adequately capture all cost related to the project activities?

· Are all budget items permissible and meet donor guidelines?
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