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RETAIL FINANCE DISTRIBUTION(ReFinD) RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Research Proposal Template for the following proposal development.
1. Instructions 

The Retail Finance Distribution (ReFinD) is open to all academic researchers and accepts proposals for proposal development, pilots, natural experiments, extensions of existing research projects and randomized evaluations in low-and-middle-income countries. 

Proposal components: Each application should consist of a narrative proposal and budget. Narrative proposals should describe the general topic and activities associated with the proposal development. Narrative proposals should be no more than 2 pages in length.  
Submission: Please submit your proposal to refind.isser@ug.edu.gh
The subject line of your email should read: “ReFinD Proposal 2022 Proposal Development  [ResLastName] [PracOrg] [Country]”

2. Overview

Participating Institution(s) or Implementing Organisation:
Principal Investigator(s):
Contact Details lead Principal Investigator (Address/Telephone Number/Email):

Country/Countries:
Budget:
Project Start Date:
Duration: 
3. Research Narrative

3.1. Topic: These grants are intended to facilitate very preliminary, exploratory research, so proposals need only address the general topic of interest and current ideas on how the question might be explored through a pilot and a randomized evaluation in the future. 
3.2. Proposed activities and timeline: Provide details on the scope and sequence of proposed activities. Insert a GANTT chart illustrating your project timeline. 
3.3. Partner organization: Describe the partner organization(s). What is the status of your relationship with the partner organization(s)? 

4. Budget 
4.1. Budget Narrative: Funding typically supports costs related to researcher travel, meetings with implementing partners, other activities to develop/strengthen relationships with governments/implementers, and activities to help understand the policy goals and constraints
Appendix A: Budget Guidelines 

The following costs are deemed Ineligible for ISSER Grants and should not be included in the Budget

· The bad debts of grantee

· Fines imposed on grantee

· Penalties imposed on grantee

· Any expenses related to ceremonies, parties, and celebrations

· Expenses related to purchases or activities which are illegal

· Promotion of political parties or religion

· Fundraising

· Alcoholic Beverages

· Contingency Provisions

· Contributions and Donations

· Entertainment

· Fines and Penalties

· Fund Raising Costs

· Gifts

· Interest on Borrowed Capital

· Lobbying Costs

· Social Memberships

Appendix B: Other Guidance 

1. Privacy

If your proposed research involves the processing of personal data, please ensure that you have read and are familiar with the provisions of the Data Protection Act.  You may also wish to consult the University of Edinburgh’s guide to the Act’s implications for researchers. 

2. Intellectual Property Rights

All intellectual property rights in all material (including but not limited to reports, data, designs whether or not electronically stored) produced by researchers as part of the research funded by ISSER shall be the property of the researcher. In order to ensure the proper dissemination and policy uptake of the research, the researchers shall, as part of their contract with ISSER, grant to ISSER and BMGF a worldwide, non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty free licence to use all the Material. “Use” shall mean, without limitation, the reproduction, publication and sub-licence of all the Material and the intellectual property rights therein, including the reproduction and sale of the Material and products incorporating the same for use by any person or for sale or other dealing anywhere in the world.
3. Data sharing 
ISSER recommends researchers share data, code, codebooks and other materials for replication. We recommend that sharing is done through a trusted data repository. Data should be de-identified before publication and confirm with country- specific data privacy and protection laws. 

In cases where legal, ethical or other circumstances preclude public access to the data and/or materials, researchers should disclose this fact in all technical reports, publications and other research communications.

4. Publications 
We recommend that researchers choose journals for publication that allow gold open access (publication is available immediately on the journal’s website and is available to readers free of charge). Fees for such publications may be built into project budgets. 
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